
Lesson 7:  God’s Parenting Style 
 

Why does God give parents to children? With family troubles intensifying, discipline problems 
increasing, and a growing corps of psychologically handicapped people coming through the ranks of the 
traditional family circle, we wonder why God doesn’t come up with a different way of bringing children 
to maturity than using parents in a home environment. 

And he keeps them there so long, nearly eighteen years on the average. Most birds and animals mature 
and move out on their own in a matter of weeks or months. But the frequent failures of teen-age 
marriages dramatically illustrate that fifteen, sixteen, or even seventeen years may not be enough to 
prepare humans to establish successful homes of their own. 

Raising a child successfully sounds like a superhuman task. As a matter of fact, it is. It demands more 
than human resources have to offer. It requires supernatural wisdom and strength. “But I’m not God,” 
you say. Right! Your children probably know that already. But God does promise to supply all your need 
(Phil. 4:19).  And he knows exactly what you do need to be a good parent, because he himself is the 
Model Parent. 

By examining his Word and learning how he functions as a parent, we can learn what kind of parents we 
should be.  He provides both the example and the encouragement, both the direction and the dynamic 
for us to be successful parents. 

1. What do you think are God’s most effective parenting traits?     

 

Read Genesis 2:15-20, 3: 1-13 

2. Did God ‘parent’ Adam & Eve?  Explain. 
 
 
 

3. Where was the tree of knowledge of good and evil?  As a parent, where would you have put the 
tree?  Any lesson to learn here?   
 
 
 

4. What might God have done to help Adam avoid the tree?  What did God do that should have 
helped Adam avoid the tree? 
 
 
 

5. Before administering the consequences, what did God do?   
 
 



6. Gen. 3:14-19  Did God shirk away from dispensing the consequences?  Was there any 
negotiation? Any delay?  What can we learn from his example in dealing with our children?   
 
 
 

7. What is a key / critical part of our relationship with God?  What does this make possible?  
Hebrews 11:6 
 

Parenting Lessons from Deuteronomy 

8. God loves us and is on our side.   Deut. 10:12-22   
a. What does the Lord our God want from us (12)? 

 
 

b. What is the purpose of His commandments (13)? 
 
 

c. Who did he set his heart on and is that surprising (14-15)? 
 
 

d. Is God for or against Israel and how do they know (16-22)? 

 

9. God has rules and requirements.  Deut. 11:2-12   
e. What should be their response to God’s love for them (1)? 

 
 

f. Does God expect obedience?  How do you know (2-7)? 

 

10. God explains to us in clear language the consequences of disobedience.  Deut. 11:13-25    
g. What are the blessings for obedience (13-15)? 

 
 

h. What are the curses for disobedience (16-17)? 
 
 

i. Why did God spell out these consequences (18-25)? 
 
 

11. God allows us to choose to respect or reject his authority.   Deut. 11:26-32    
j. What did they have the power and ability to do (26-28)? 

 



12. What do we learn about God, the Father, in the following passages? 
 
a) Psalm 103:13   

b) Proverbs 3:12   

c) Hebrews 6:10   

d) Matthew 7:11   

e) Hebrews 12:6-11   

 
 

A PERSON’S IMAGE OF GOD IS OFTEN PATTERNED AFTER HIS IMAGE OF HIS OWN PARENTS, 
ESPECIALLY HIS FATHER. 

 

A Dad was grocery shopping with his squirming, whining son… 

He was saying, "stay calm George, don't get excited George, 
don't yell"… 

Woman noticed and commended him for his patience with 
George… 

Man was puzzled, then light bulb went on… 

Maam, this is Bobby, I'm George!! 

 

 

 



 


